NEATH PORT TALBOT COUNCIL
CABINET
21st May 2020
Report of the Director of Environment and Regeneration
Nicola Pearce
Matter for Decision
Wards Affected:

All

Decarbonisation and Renewable Energy Strategy Consideration of:
responses to the comments received following consultation; and the
publication procedures to be implemented.
Purpose of the Report
To consider the responses to the comments received following
consultation on the draft Decarbonisation and Renewable Energy Strategy;
and the publication procedures to be implemented.
Executive Summary
Limiting future climate change is regarded internationally as the single
most serious issue faced by society. Tackling the issue requires collective
action and the Council has an important role to play in this respect.
The draft Strategy
,
sets out what the Council has already achieved and identifies the potential
future opportunities that exist. The document is therefore an integral part of
the
associated action plan
framework will assist the Council in meeting its carbon footprint reduction
aspirations.
The draft Strategy was the subject of a 6 week public consultation exercise
in order to capture the observations and comments of interested parties.
This report therefore seeks endorsement of the responses to the
comments received and the publication procedures to be implemented.

Background
On 30th April 2019, the Welsh Government declared a climate emergency.
The announcement drew attention in Wales to the magnitude and
significance of the latest evidence on climate change and highlighted the
recent climate protests across the UK.
Tackling climate change requires collective action and there is a role to
play for every community, business and public service in Wales. In making
such a declaration, the Welsh Government is hoping that it will trigger a
wave of action at home and abroad.
Neath Port Talbot Council has a range of legal duties placed upon it.
These include economic development, proper stewardship of public
monies and obtaining value for money. The Council is also a community
leader, as well as being a landowner, an employer, a regulatory body and
service provider.
It is imperative therefore that the Council leads by example and continues
to commit to doing its fair share to reduce carbon emissions to help
achieve national targets.
Decarbonisation and Renewable Energy Strategy
The document is structured into five parts:
Part 1: Introduction sets the context of the strategy.
Part 2: Regulatory Framework & Key Drivers provides a
summary of the legal requirements and identifies the key drivers in
the national, regional and local context.
Part 3: Neath Port Talbot Issues & Influences provides a brief
summary of the issues, influences and challenges faced.
Part 4: Strategy Development outlines the overarching vision and
objectives, what the Council has already achieved and the potential
future opportunities that exist.
Part 5: Implementation and Monitoring identifies an action plan
detailing how the Council will set out to achieve the aspirations and
monitor/evaluate the outcomes.
The document has been developed around three strategic themes namely
transportation; buildings and spaces; and influencing behaviour. Whilst the
therefore have more direct
involvement in delivering the action plan, all directorates across the

Council will be expected to contribute to driving the carbon reduction
strategy forward. Furthermore, the Council will also seek to work
collaboratively with a range of partner organisations where appropriate,
including those from the public, private and community / voluntary sectors.
Consultation Responses
The consultation ran for 6 weeks from 24th September to 5th November
2019. The Council received a total of 36 comments from 12 different
individuals or organisations. Responses in relation to the comments
received, highlighting proposed changes to the document where relevant,
are set out in Appendix 1.
A revised final version of the Strategy, highlighting proposed amendments
proposed relate to the following:
Foreword
declaration of a climate emergency .
Role of Biodiversity / Natural Resources / Green Infrastructure
various additions have been incorporated throughout the document
to give more prominence to the role of biodiversity, green
infrastructure and our natural resources in addressing climate
change.
EV Charging Infrastructure Route Map text added to highlight that
the EV Charging Route Map is one of the core projects emerging
from the Swansea Bay City Deal, with the aim of the project being to
inform the development and implementation of an EV charging
network across the region.
Community Involvement new section added to acknowledge the
considerable public interest in climate change and the need to
involve the wider public moving forward. Attention drawn to the
play
in this respect.
Publication Procedures
Once approved the Strategy
website and hard copies of the document will be made available for public
inspection on request.
Standards Policy the Strategy will also be made available in Welsh.

Developing a
Given the significance and far-reaching influence of this overarching
strategy, it is important that
is developed
to link all the decarbonisation and renewable energy initiatives together.
has been commissioned to develop this idea and have
presented the
. An extract from the
accompanying narrative is copied below:
In Neath Port Talbot we are daring to change, daring to believe in a better
future, daring to do what is needed to make a difference Project DARE is
a challenge to the whole area, our businesses, our politicians, our policy
. DARE
will become a beacon for businesses in the cleantech sector, daring them
to grow with us. Encouraging them to test their ideas and locate their
Join us in our challenge. Dare with us. Dare to change
.
Members should note that this narrative / branding will be utilised moving
forward and reflects the
brand narrative and tone
and has been developed for the following two key audiences:
The public and businesses of Neath Port Talbot to demonstrate how
the Council is responding positively and confidently to the climate
emergency challenge; and
Potential and existing businesses, to promote the area as an ideal
location to locate, build and grow businesses which have a
decarbonisation and renewable energy focus.
Financial Impacts
Nothing additional at this point. However, moving forward funding will be
required to deliver the Action Plan. There are a number of potential
sources (national and regional) that could be accessed to deliver the
various actions.
Securing external funding will therefore be a key activity and the Council
must consider all alternatives for funding sources to obtain solutions to the
more difficult and expensive initiatives and to embrace renewable energy
and low carbon technologies.
Integrated Impact Assessment

A first stage impact assessment has been undertaken to assist the Council
in discharging its legislative duties under the Equality Act 2010, the Welsh
Language Standards (No.1) Regulations 2015, the Well-being of Future
Generations (Wales) Act 2015 and the Environment (Wales) Act 2016.
The first stage assessment, attached at Appendix 3, has indicated that a
more in-depth assessment is not required. A summary is included below:
Equalities climate change affects all generations and all areas of
society. Implementation of the Strategy/Action Plan will be inclusive
and will involve the Council working with all staff, the wider public
and a wide range of partner organisations including those from the
public, private and community / voluntary sectors.
Welsh Language there is no direct, clear link with the Welsh
language. Opportunities arising from action to reduce emissions (e.g.
local jobs in energy efficiency or community renewables), may
however encourage people in rural areas where there is a higher
proportion of Welsh speakers to remain in their communities, helping
to sustain the language in those areas.
Biodiversity climate change affects biodiversity in many ways.
risks to biodiversity (e.g. risks to species/habitats due to inability to
respond to changing climatic conditions; risks to soils and carbon
stores etc.).
Well-being of Future Generation (5 ways of Working) the
Strategy / Action Plan embraces all five ways of working. The
commitment to, a longer term low carbon future; positively integrates
-being objectives; involves people and partners
in its development and implementation; and seeks to prevent
problems getting worse.
Valleys Communities Impacts
No implications.
Workforce Impacts
No implications.
Legal Impacts

No implications.
Risk Management Impacts
No implications.
Consultation
This item has been subject to external consultation.
Recommendations
That having considered the report, it is resolved to make the following
recommendations for approval:
1. That the responses to the representations received as set out in
Appendix 1 be agreed and the revised DARE Strategy as set out in
Appendix 2 be published.
Reasons for Proposed Decision
The recommendation is needed to ensure that a clear Strategy / Action
Plan is issued by the Council in respect of the Climate Change /
Decarbonisation agenda.
Implementation of Decision
The decision is proposed for implementation after the three day call in
period.
Appendices
Appendix 1
Appendix 2
Appendix 3

Responses to the DARE Strategy Representations.
DARE Strategy (Tracked Changes April 2020).
DARE Strategy: First Stage Integrated Impact Assessment.

List of Background Papers
None.
Officer Contact
Ceri Morris Head of Planning and Public Protection
Tel: 01639 686681 or e-mail: c.morris1@npt.gov.uk

APPENDIX 1
Ref

Name

Responses to the DARE Strategy Representations
Para/Section

Representation

Officer Response

Officer Recommendation

On behalf of Extinction Rebellion (XR) Neath Port Talbot, I have
clicked that we support the document, because we do... as a first
step. However, it has a long way to go. As an organisation, we
have three demands of government and, whilst working in the right
direction, the strategy does not meet any of them:

The broad support for the document is
noted.

That the following amendments be
incorporated into the Strategy/Action
Plan:

GENERAL (DOCUMENT LEVEL)
1

Emma Knight
(Extinction
Rebellion
Neath Port
Talbot)

General

In respect of the perceived lack of urgency
within the document and lack of targets,
the DARE Strategy does confirm support
declaration of
1. "Tell the truth" about the climate & ecological crises - work for the Welsh
a
Given that the
with the media and others to convey the severity of the
Welsh Government has already set
situation to the general public.
2. "Act Now" to bring greenhouse gas emissions down to net specific targets for Wales, it is not
considered to be the purpose of the DARE
zero by 2025 and halt biodiversity loss.
3. Go "Beyond Politics" - create and be led by the decisions Strategy to set specific targets or
commitments for Neath Port Talbot,
of a Citizens Assembly.
including those relating to becoming
by any given date.
I will comment solely in line with these demands on behalf of
XRNPT. Any specific suggestions for improvements I will put
The primary purpose of the Strategy is to
forward as my own views in a separate response, since XR's
set out how the Council will seek to
stance is that change should be led by the Citizen's Assembly
contribute to the overall national agenda
(although we do recommend having a look at
by reducing its own carbon footprint when
this: https://policy.friendsoftheearth.uk/insight/33-actions-localcarrying out its operations and functions.
authorities-can-take-climate-change)
In addition, the Strategy sets out how the
Council will seek to set a proactive agenda
in its role as community leader, landowner,
First of all though, it is important to note that it is great news that
employer, regulatory body and service
Neath Port Talbot is seeking to take action on climate change!
provider.
Tell the truth: There is no sense of urgency about the document,
no mentions of the word "emergency", "crisis / crises" "existential
threat" or "extinction" anywhere to be found. At no point has
NPTCBC declared that we are in the midst of a climate
emergency. This may seem unimportant now that Parliament and
Welsh Government have already done so, but it makes a difference
to local people, many of whom are still blissfully unaware of the
problem or do not believe it to be real the more they hear it
confirmed by those in any kind of authority (rather than
uncooperative crusties!), the greater the impact.

The Strategy recognises both the good
progress already made and what has the
potential to be achieved moving forward.
The Council remains determined to
embrace the task ahead and help
influence those areas where the most
impact can be achieved.

In terms of the limited mention of the role
of biodiversity within the document, this
point is accepted and should be
There is a lack of awareness raising in general throughout the
strategy (see below also). How do you intend to engage with people addressed.
on this issue? Who will be invited to take part in the working group
and what will it's role be?
In respect of community involvement, it is
accepted that there is considerable public
Act Now: The timescales listed are without end goals - largely just interest in the current climate and action
stating "annual" unless it is something simple like a feasibility study will be more effective by ensuring that the

Paragraph 1.1.1

amend to read:

alongside
increasing carbon sequestration (i.e.
the long term storage of carbon in
, is
considered critical to addressing the
issue. In and in the UK, and Wales in
particular, there is already much activity
aimed at reducing fossil fuel usage and
there is increasing awareness and
activity in the use of natural
resources to draw down, and store
carbon in plants, soils and wetlands .
Paragraph 1.2.1

add footnote:

Whilst the Council recognises that
carbon reduction is a primary goal in
the challenge to reduce greenhouse
gases, the Strategy also seeks to
address other greenhouse gases .
Add following text after Paragraph 1.2.3:
The role of our natural resources is
equally important in addressing
climate change. Carbon sequestration
is the long term storage of carbon in
oceans, effectively removing this
carbon from the atmosphere. Tree
planting is increasingly gaining
interest as a method to achieve this,
however vegetation in general stores
carbon, and peatland restoration,
wetland and woodland management
has just as vital a role to play in this
respect. Preventing further damage

Ref

Name

Para/Section

Representation

Officer Response

Officer Recommendation

in which case you give yourselves a few years to carry it out. Does
that sound like urgent action? XR calls for zero greenhouse gas
emissions by 2025 something many view as impossible, but the
Centre of Alternative Technology says it is. The Welsh Government
and UK governments have 2050 targets. People are already dying
due to climate change. The longer we take to fix this, the more
people we commit to a death sentence. What is your target?

wider public is involved in any action to
address climate change. The scope for
example of those to be involved on the
Climate Change Working Group has
however yet to be established, albeit it is
anticipated that there will need to be
representatives from the public, private
and community / voluntary sectors.

and restoring healthy ecosystem
functions must therefore be a key
element of any strategy to address
climate change .

In addition, there seems to be a failure to realise that this is not the
only issue we face. Following the IPBES report 2019, it became
clear that the current biodiversity crisis may constitute just as great
a threat to society and life on this planet as the climate crisis
does. The two issues are not the same thing, they both have
devastating impacts regardless of the other, whilst at the same time
they are inextricably interlinked. They cannot be looked at in
isolation, especially when both require changes in land use. Yet the
strategy barely mentions biodiversity this needs to be
acknowledged and addressed.
In addition, a clear statement is required for the council's position
on divestment. We know investments are made by Swansea, but it
is NPT money are you putting pressure on them to remove
NPTCBC pension fund from fossil fuels? If you are, state it. The
same goes for your position on fracking and mining, state where
you stand on fossil fuel extraction.
There was also an element of surprise amongst our group that
there was no mention of a large-scale tree planting project,
especially after so many trees had to be removed in the county
borough due to disease over the past few years.
Beyond Politics: Despite the "influencing behaviour" section in the
action plan, there is very little in the strategy to convey the message
that urgent action needs to be taken now, if we do not want to
experience societal collapse within the lifetimes of our children (if
not sooner). The time is now long gone for gently tempting people
into cycling instead of using cars. People need to know how serious
this is and they need to be given the opportunity to help solve
it. By using top down methods to tell people what they should and
shouldn't do or what they need to pay more for, resentment and
anger will grow (see riots in France when Macron raised fuel
taxes). However, by introducing a citizen's assembly (randomly
selected using sortition so they remain representative of the local
demographic), people are more likely to accept the decisions
made. Finances may constrain that, but at the very least NPTCBC
could hold regular PUBLIC people's assemblies, so that everyone
gets the chance to put their ideas forward for people to hear and
identify what is popular.

Notably, i

Paragraph 1.3.1

amend to read:

protecting and enhancing the natural
environment
.

purposes of this demographically
representative group of residents, will be
to actively involve residents in decision
making, so residents can help shape
proposals at a very early stage.

Add following text after Paragraph 2.1.3:

It is anticipated therefore that the Panel
will have a role to play with the
implementation and review of the DARE
Strategy moving forward. This should be
recognised in the document.

in-depth
advice on UK land use policies. The
report maps out the changes in land
use practices required in order to

The Committee on Climate Change
(CCC) has recently released a report

greenhouse gas emissions target by
2050. A key finding of the report is
that policies be implemented to
deliver restoration of at least 50% of
upland peat and to increase UK
forestry cover from 13% to at least
17% by 2050. Additionally, the report
highlights the need to reduce food
waste and consumption of the most
carbon-intensive foods, such as beef,
lamb and dairy .
Paragraph 2.2.6

amend to read:

puts
in place the legislation needed to plan
and manage the natural resources of
Wales in a more proactive, sustainable
and joined up way, with the intention of
building greater resilience into our
ecosystems. The Act also provides a
stronger legislative framework for
biodiversity, introducing an enhanced
biodiversity and resilience of
ecosystems duty for public bodies.
Delivery against this agenda will
support efforts to address, and mitigate

Ref

Name

Para/Section

Representation

Officer Response

Officer Recommendation
for, climate change, particularly in terms
of better land management practices
Add following text after Paragraph 2.4.6:
The Neath Port Talbot Biodiversity
Duty Plan (2017) outlines the
proach to meeting the
biodiversity and ecosystem resilience
duty set out by the Environment
(Wales) Act, 2016. Given the
importance of more sustainable
management of our natural resources
in tackling climate change, delivery of
this Plan will contribute towards
decarbonisation efforts, whilst also
improving ecosystem resilience and
addressing the decline of
biodiversity .
Paragraph 3.1.5 amend to read:
which This
needs to be taken into account and
protected wherever possible. In addition,
the area also presents opportunities for
increased carbon sequestration through
restoration of degraded peatland .
Add following text after Paragraph 3.1.5:
Whilst Neath Port Talbot has a higher
than average percentage of tree
coverage, there is a disparity between
the rural and urban areas, with the
urban coverage estimated at an
average of 16.6%, with some areas as
low as 8.2%. Given that space and
opportunity for tree planting may be
limited in some urban areas, green
infrastructure enhancements, which
may include tree planting, would
provide additional benefits for local
communities .
Footnote: Town Tree Cover in Neath
Port Talbot County Borough (NRW
2016).

Ref

Name

Para/Section

Representation

Officer Response

Officer Recommendation
Objectives

amend 4th bullet point to read:

carbon
sequestration and minimise carbon
release through the appropriate
.
Paragraphs 4.2.3.55 to 4.2.3.57
sub-title to read:

amend

Green Infrastructure, Ecosystem
Resilience and Biodiversity
Add text before Paragraph 4.2.3.55:
The Council Countryside and
Wildlife Team are leading on a
number of initiatives and projects to
protect and enhance the natural
environment and ecosystem
resilience, support biodiversity
recovery and improve green
infrastructure .
Paragraph 4.2.3.56

amend to read:

The
maps can be used to take a strategic
approach to GI enhancement
ensuring that measures are taken in
the appropriate locations .
Paragraph 4.2.3.57 amend to read:
of further GI schemes. As part
of this fund, a programme of tree
planting in schools project is underway
with fourteen schools set to benefit from
increased tree coverage and hedgerow
planting .
Add following text after Paragraph 4.2.3.57:
The Council has received funding to
restore a historic peatland landscape
in the uplands area between Neath
Port Talbot and Rhondda Cynon Taf.
restore more than 540 hectares of

Ref

Name

Para/Section

Representation

Officer Response

Officer Recommendation
historic landscape and habitat,
including peat bogs and pools,
heathland, grassland and native
woodland; and as blanket bog is rare
across the world, the project will have
a major international impact.
In addition to the benefits for carbon
sequestration and biodiversity
recovery, projects such as these are
an excellent example of how
biodiversity related projects can
deliver multiple benefits for our
communities. The re-wetting of the
peat will reduce fire risk, whilst better
management of our upland habitats
will increase water retention
capabilities, reducing run off and
flooding. Furthermore, the community
engagement element of the project
will encourage greater use of the
countryside, leading to health and
well-being benefits.
A Coed Cymru Officer is in place to
support landowners in the creation
and sustainable management of
woodland, supporting the submission
of external grant bids where
necessary and providing advice on
existing woodlands. The Officer is
part of the national Coed Cymru
network, who are taking an active role
in exploring more sustainable funding
mechanisms for woodland creation,
including exploring opportunities
such as the Woodland Carbon Code .
Paragraph 4.2.4.8
point to read:

amend 1st bullet

local sites and reducing private
vehicular use energy saving
measures in the home .
Add new bullet point:
Promote lifestyle changes that

Ref

Name

Para/Section

Representation

Officer Response

Officer Recommendation
footprint, such as waste reduction,
sustainable purchasing, reduced
consumption of food products with a
high carbon footprint and reducing
private vehicular use .
Section 4.2.4

add new sub-section:

Community Involvement
There is considerable public interest
in the current climate and action will
be more effective by ensuring that the
wider public is involved in any action
to address climate change. This will
also be an opportunity to take a
collaborative approach to awareness
raising campaigns.
In January 2020 the Council launched
purposes of this demographically
representative group of residents, will
be to actively involve the public in
decision making, so residents can
help shape proposals at a very early
stage. It is anticipated therefore that
the Panel will have a key role to play
in the implementation and review of
the DARE Strategy moving f
.
Table A.0.1 Action Plan
actions:

add new

Action: Planning / Development
continue to work with developers /
applicants to incorporate, wherever
possible, green infrastructure
measures.
Outcomes: Number of applications
that deliver green infrastructure,
utilising strategies and/or processes
such as Biodiversity SPG or SABs
approval
Action: Ecosystem Resilience
through partnership working,

Ref

Name

Para/Section

Representation

Officer Response

Officer Recommendation
utilisation of external funding and/or
changes to work practices, to deliver
initiatives that support ecosystem
resilience and biodiversity recovery.
Outcomes: Schemes for the
sustainable management of our
natural resources will be undertaken,
including peatland restoration and
woodland management / creation .
Table A.0.1 Action Plan
to read:

amend action

Action: Urban Green Infrastructure
(GI) identify and seek external
funding opportunities, or adapt
current work practices, to enable the
delivery of GI schemes across the
County Borough.
Outcomes: These will improve the
health and well-being of the
associated communities by improving
the urban landscape and access to
green space, enhancing biodiversity;
mitigating against, and supporting
adaptation to climate change; and
providing solutions for air quality and
flooding .
2

Emma Knight

General

I welcome this strategy but do not feel that it goes far enough
considering the urgency with which we need to act right now. I
believe the following suggestions should be added along with any
others that may arise from Citizens / Peoples Assemblies:

The broad support for the document is
noted.

The comment provides a large number of
ideas and suggestions which the Council
Limiting the biodiversity crisis needs to be considered in conjunction will explore moving forward.
with this strategy ideas include:
It is noted that a large proportion of the
ideas and suggestions relate to the role of
Ceasing the use of glyphosate.
biodiversity/ecosystems, green
Seeding roadside verges with wildflowers.
infrastructure and our natural resources in
Greening bus shelter roofs (unless utilising for solar glass)
addressing climate change it is
(see Netherlands).
acknowledged and accepted that more
Encourage, enable & support community adoption of
prominence should be afforded to this
green spaces & unadopted land.
throughout the document.
Provide public trainings for organic growing and
permaculture skills.
NPTCBC should encourage (or where possible act

That there be a number of amendments
incorporated into the Strategy/Action
Plan refer to Rep Ref 1 above.

Ref

Name

Para/Section

Representation
towards) a reduction in meat & dairy consumption and the
use of intensive farming animal agriculture is not only
one of the industries with the highest emissions but also
requires a great deal of land use, a disproportionate
amount from clearing rainforests.
Adjust council catering options so that vegan / vegetarian
options become the norm with meat options in the
minority.
Source all meat / dairy from local sustainable producers.
Only allow producers of meat / dairy free foods or sourced
from sustainable agricultural methods to have stalls at the
food festival.
Introduction of low emissions zones within the town
centres with higher costs for nonCreate a climate adaptation plan whilst it is noble that
the council seems to believe we can stop climate change
in its tracks, the reality is that things will get worse before
we achieve this (if we do at all). Alongside a
decarbonisation plan I feel it would be wise to have a
strategy to protect our communities for climate impacts.
Improve flood defences, including from flash flooding.
Drainage system improvements.
Tree planting.
Public drinking water outlets.
Food growing networks, allotments.
Bulk Buying initiatives.
Repair cafes.
Climate related workshops (e.g. constructing grey /
rainwater harvesting systems).
Creation of community climate hub.
To learn about / contemplate the crises.
Climate themed art & information space.
Host support network for people suffering eco-anxiety /
grief.
Other thoughts and questions:
Possible funding opportunity Woodland Carbon Code.
What will be the process, structure and authority intended

to? Why are Neath and Pontardawe not included?
what do we need to
pressure the government to change in order to help
improve action at a local level?
New builds should not automatically be connected to gas
network.

Officer Response

Officer Recommendation

Ref

Name

Para/Section

Representation

Officer Response

Officer Recommendation

We very much welcome this document and wish to work with the
Council.

The broad comment of support for the
Strategy is noted.

That the following amendments be
incorporated into the Strategy/Action
Plan:

It would be good to have stronger evidence of partnership working
in the document we appreciate the document refers to
partnerships, but it reads very much as a Council led approach at
the moment. There is a Voluntary Sector Liaison Forum to bring the
two together which produced a number of reports including one on
Energy and Environment this should be reflected in the
Consultation. The priority should be to build on this partnership

In terms of partnership working, the
Council is committed to continue to work
and cooperate with a range of partner
organisations, including cross-boundary
collaboration where appropriate, in taking
forward and developing further the
Strategy.

suggested in the consultation.

The document highlights that existing
partnership networks will be utilised
wherever possible as well as seeking to

Include the Heading for Extinction talk as part of staff
training.

3

Dan
McCallum
(Awel Aman
Tawe)

General

Awel Aman Tawe has been operating for 20 years in NPT and is
very engaged in the voluntary sector working with NPTCVS. It has
set up two coops www.awel.coop and www.egni.coop which have
developed the largest portfolio of community renewables in Wales
and won multiple awards for its work. Our recent Moon Mission, a
climate change awareness raising project, attracted over 800
people and children to Pontardawe Arts Centre over a month.
There is an opportunity to build on this partnership, drawing in

promoted, issues raised, information
disseminated and best practice shared.

Add the following new text after
Paragraph 4.2.2.8:

out of the Swansea Bay City Deal is

region. The project has been
developed in response to the need to
decarbonise transport and address
the new challenges posed by the
increasing number of electric
vehicles.

The Council is aware of the wide range of The project consists of three phases:
good work carried out by Awel Aman Tawe
Phase 1 to consult with leading
and would welcome the opportunity to
academics and industry partners
work in partnership moving forward.
to produce an effective, impactful
In terms of existing sites, Awel Coop has a 4.7MW wind farm over In respect of declaring a
and future-proof electric vehicle
£100k of the shares in the project are owned by local community
the DARE Strategy does
charging strategy;
groups such as rugby clubs, Merched y Wawr, youth groups etc.
confirm support for the Welsh
Phase 2 will focus on the
Egni Coop already has solar PV installed on 4 sites in NPT which
declaration. The primary
are generating well and producing over £1k/year energy savings for purpose of the Strategy however, is to set
physical implementation of smart
host buildings these sites are Seven Sisters Community Centre
charging stations and the grid
out how the Council will seek to contribute
(30kw), Dove Workshops (21kw), Glynneath Training Centre
to the overall national agenda by reducing
infrastructure required to support
(12kw), Awel Aman Tawe (4kw). Egni owns a total of 179kw of
its own carbon footprint when carrying out
modern charging technologies;
solar including other sites in Carmarthenshire and Swansea. Egni is its operations and functions. In addition,
and
currently undertaking another share offer including NPT for roof
the Strategy sets out how the Council will
Phase 3 to use information
mounted solar PV in 2019 we have raised £1.1m in coop shares
seek to set a proactive agenda in its role
gathered from the implemented
and £3.4m in loans. We aim to install on about 10 community and
as community leader, landowner,
business sites in NPT. As these are cooperative projects, and the
smart charging stations to build a
employer, regulatory body and service
buildings host a range of other community groups, they are a very
detailed dataset of electric vehicle
provider.
good way of engaging people in climate change action.
charging behaviours within the
area. This will be used to fuel
The Strategy recognises both the good
There is also an opportunity to develop shared ownership
progress already made and what has the
research into topics including
renewables projects and for the Council to use the expertise that potential to be achieved moving forward.
vehicle-to-grid transfer for flexible
exists in the voluntary sector to support that.
The Council remains determined to
energy systems, virtual power
embrace the task ahead and help
plants, and future economic /

Ref

Name

Para/Section

Representation

Officer Response

Partnership working between community energy and local
authorities are specifically encouraged by the Future Generations
Act. AAT is highlighted as a case study. See p.3 and
10 http://futuregenerations.wales/wpcontent/uploads/2019/01/Prosperous-journey-checker-draft-forconsultation.pdf

influence those areas where the most
impact can be achieved.
In terms of EV Charging Infrastructure,
one of the core projects emerging out of
the Swansea Bay City Deal is the

Officer Recommendation
business models for electric
vehicle charging stations.
This aim of this project is to inform
the development and implementation
of an EV charging network that meets
the demands of residents, businesses
and visitors in line with changes to
national planning policy and will

We appreciate that Awel Aman Tawe is mentioned in the document
but it is part of a list of large commercial renewable energy
the aim of the project being to inform the
developments and makes no recognition of the additional value that development and implementation of an EV
social enterprise can bring.
charging network that meets the demands in electric vehicle charging
infrastructure and coverage
of residents, businesses and visitors,
compared to the rest of the UK.
The current consultation claims one of our projects for the Council! thereby contributing towards solving
Predicted outputs include:
The PV installation at Ysgol Gwaun Cae Gurwen was one of the
and coverage compared to the rest of the
first in the UK and was fully funded by Awel Aman Tawe.
An evidence based electric
UK. This project should be recognised in
vehicle charging strategy.
the document.
An Increase in the number of
climate emergency.
charging points in the region.
With regard to the reference to the PV
Monitoring of behaviour and data
installation at Ysgol Gwaun Cae Gurwen,
NPT needs to do far more in terms of electric vehicles and to work this point is accepted and the document
analytics to inform future EV
in partnership with the voluntary sector as Carmarthenshire Council should be amended.
charging infrastructure
has with Carmarthenshire Energy Coop who have a dedicated RDP
https://www.zap-map.com/live ) is a comprehensive map of
Paragraph 4.2.3.43 amend to read:
all charge points in the UK and reveals the dearth of charging
solutions in rural Wales. Especially notable in comparison to
Ysgol
Scotland, Northern Ireland and elsewhere. All charging points are
Gwaun Cae Gurwen, Awelymor
shown including those owned by local authorities. Carmarthenshire
.
has 35 charge points including a number of rapids. NPT only has
one chargepoint open to the public Asda in Ystalyfera. The only
other chargepoint is private at Best Western Aberavon Beach Hotel
(3kw so only suitable for guests).
4

Emma Knight
(FAN
Community
Alliance)

General

FAN Community Alliance welcomes this strategy.
The main issue that we have is that it seemingly lacks public
engagement, both in the areas of awareness raising and also in
giving the public a role in helping to deal with this problem.

The broad comment of support for the
Strategy is noted.

That the following amendments be
incorporated into the Strategy/Action
Plan:

The Council is committed to continue to
work and cooperate with a range of
Section 4.2.4 add new sub-section:
partner organisations, including crossboundary collaboration where appropriate, Community Involvement
We strongly advocate public meetings, people's assemblies,
in taking forward and developing further
workshops etc. through the entire process. We felt it was a shame
There is considerable public interest
the Strategy.
that this is the only method of consultation on the strategy that we
in the current climate and action will
have seen organised by the Council, despite councillors expressing The document highlights that existing
be more effective by ensuring that the
that they wanted to engage people with it. We have attempted to
wider public is involved in any action
partnership networks will be utilised
organise our own public event and thank the Council for
to address climate change. This will
wherever possible and the Council will
considering anything that is raised from it despite it being held after seek to esta
also be an opportunity to take a
collaborative approach to awareness

Ref

Name

Para/Section

Representation

Officer Response

Officer Recommendation

the deadline.

promoted, issues raised, information
disseminated and best practice shared.

raising campaigns.

We would happily work with the Council on this issue taking the
public on this journey is of utmost importance if it is to succeed.

In January 2020 the Council launched
In respect of community involvement, it is
accepted that there is considerable public
interest in the current climate and action
will be more effective by ensuring that the
wider public is involved in any action to
address climate change. The scope for
example of those to be involved on the
Climate Change Working Group has
however yet to be established, albeit it is
anticipated that there will need to be
representatives from the public, private
and community / voluntary sectors.

purposes of this demographically
representative group of residents, will
be to actively involve the public in
decision making, so residents can
help shape proposals at a very early
stage. It is anticipated therefore that
the Panel will have a key role to play
in the implementation and review of
.

Notably, i
purposes of this demographically
representative group of residents, will be
to actively involve residents in decision
making, so residents can help shape
proposals at a very early stage.
It is anticipated therefore that the Panel
will have a role to play with the
implementation and review of the DARE
Strategy moving forward. This should be
recognised in the document.
Moving forward, the Council will continue
to actively engage with employees and the
wider public through a variety of means,
ensuring that the approaches taken as part
of the wider awareness raising campaign
are fit for purpose. The use of social media
in particular will be pursued as far as
practicable.
5

Owen Jordan

General

I very nearly gave up on this. Climate Emergency, what
emergency? There is obviously not one in NPT. The document
starts with a boast about renewables, which is only true because
the borough has the best wind resources on land in Wales; hills that
look straight out onto the Western Approaches. What is also true,
and of course gets no mention at all, is that the borough's carbon
emissions per capita are probably the highest in the world, due to
the large number of abandoned and unrestored opencast coal
mines, where vast quantities of high carbon materials, mostly coal
measure shales, have been dumped into the environment. And

The DARE Strategy confirms the
support for the Welsh
declaration of a
The primary purpose of the DARE
Strategy is to set out how the Council will
seek to reduce its own carbon footprint
when carrying out its operations and
functions and how the Council will seek to
set a proactive agenda in its role as

That there be no change to the Strategy
/ Action Plan.

Ref

Name

Para/Section

Representation

Officer Response

Officer Recommendation

continue to be dumped with NPT's blessing. With not even a fig leaf community leader, landowner, employer,
of a capping. That will make NPT the world's worst carbon emitter
regulatory body and service provider.
for the next millennium, and then some.
Whilst much progress has been made, it is
accepted that there remains a lot to do if
we are to meet the kind of expectations
required. As a Council, we remain
determined to embrace the task ahead
and help influence those areas of local life
where we can make the most impact when
it comes to decarbonisation and climate
change.

So, like Thursday's Child, you have far to go. And at present, you
are in full reverse gear. But I don't think you are alone, if that's any
comfort to you.

6

Stephen Todd General

2

to build; is a constant terrorist threat; and is not a legacy I want to
pass onto my grandchildren. The nuclear waste we produce is
highly toxic, dangerous, needs 24/7 armed security and will last for
400-500 years!
7

Neil Wagstaff

General

Initially, I would like to commend NPTCBC's commitment to making
so many much-needed changes regarding the ways in which we all
combat the threat of climate change caused by global warming due
to vast carbon dioxide emissions - past and present. Climate
change leads to climate chaos, and we're already seeing the effects
of this in, for example, California, the Bahamas, Japan, as well as
here in the UK. Following climate chaos comes climate catastrophe,
where we will see mass starvation caused by crop failures and
animal die-offs, mass migration caused by droughts, floods, and
other extreme weather events, and, ultimately, increased global
conflict and war.
I support the majority of this strategy document, but I would prefer
to make an overall general statement regarding decarbonisation in
local government.
Firstly, I think it's essential Council consider the recent policy
document published by Friends of the Earth, titled '33 actions local
authorities can take on climate change':
https://policy.friendsoftheearth.uk/insight/33-actions-localauthorities-can-take-climate-change

The comment is noted the DARE
Strategy does not promote the use of
Nuclear Power.

Not applicable.

The broad comments of support for the
Strategy are noted.

That the following amendments be
incorporated into the Strategy/Action
Plan:

The DARE Strategy confirms support for
the Welsh
declaration of a
Given however that
the Welsh Government has already set
specific targets for Wales, it is not
considered to be the purpose of the DARE
Strategy to set specific targets or
commitments for Neath Port Talbot,
including those relating to becoming
by any given date.
The primary purpose of the Strategy is to
set out how the Council will seek to
contribute to the overall national agenda
and reduce its own carbon footprint when
carrying out its operations and functions.
In addition, the Strategy sets out how the
Council will seek to set a proactive agenda
in its role as community leader, landowner,
employer, regulatory body and service
provider.

Each section is in two parts, i.e. low or no cost actions that can be
made very quickly and cheaply; and more expensive actions, which The Strategy recognises both the good
progress already made and what has the
require more investment and long-term strategising.
potential to be achieved. The Council
remains determined to embrace the task
Secondly, I think it's essential Neath Port Talbot County Borough
ahead and help influence those areas
Council declares a climate emergency. Swansea Council has

Section 4.2.4

add new sub-section:

Community Involvement
There is considerable public interest
in the current climate and action will
be more effective by ensuring that the
wider public is involved in any action
to address climate change. This will
also be an opportunity to take a
collaborative approach to awareness
raising campaigns.

In January 2020 the Council launched
purposes of this demographically
representative group of residents, will
be to actively involve the public in
decision making, so residents can
help shape proposals at a very early
stage. It is anticipated therefore that
the Panel will have a key role to play
in the implementation and review of
.

Ref

Name

Para/Section

Representation

Officer Response

Officer Recommendation

declared one, and it appears to me NPTCBC is hiding behind the
where the most impact can be achieved.
Senedd's declaration earlier this year without actually committing to
one itself.
In respect of community involvement, it is
accepted that there is considerable public
The first implication of NPTCBC declaring a climate emergency,
interest in the current climate and action
with regard to Extinction Rebellion's 'Three Demands', is the first
will be more effective by ensuring that the
demand, i.e. to TELL THE TRUTH. I believe there should be a mail- wider public is involved in any action to
shot to every letterbox in NPT area stating 'the
address climate change. The scope for
facts' concerning global warming caused by carbon dioxide
example of those to be involved on the
emissions and the limited time we have to make major changes as Climate Change Working Group has
per the IPCC Report in October 2018; stating that the debate
however yet to be established, albeit it is
around climate change is ended according to over 99% of climate
anticipated that there will need to be
scientists and that we need to ACT NOW (XR Demand #2); stating representatives from the public, private
what the Council will do (as a result of this decarbonisation
and community / voluntary sectors.
strategy) over the coming years, and what is to be expected of
residents within the county borough area in the near-to-mid future. Notably, i
Thirdly, it is essential that Council decisions are led by a citizens'
assembly, represented via sortition by the demographic make-up of
the County Borough's population. While democracy is generally a
good thing, the kind of representative democracy we have in the
UK, wherein politicians seek re-election every 4-5 years, has
served to work against any meaningful and consistent climate
action over the past 30-40 years. We have lost vital time in
combatting global warming, and it is my belief that only participatory
democracy can now expedite the action needed to avoid climate
catastrophe.

purposes of this demographically
representative group of residents, will be
to actively involve residents in decision
making, so residents can help shape
proposals at a very early stage.
It is anticipated therefore that the Panel
will have a role to play with the
implementation and review of the DARE
Strategy moving forward. This should be
recognised in the document.

On a positive level, citizens' assemblies protect politicians from any
angry fallout that may result from making unpopular decisions (for
example, banning all cars from a town centre, or adding a green tax
via a congestion charge). Emmanuel Macron in France fully knows
what can happen when politicians make unpopular policies
regarding fuel taxation - I firmly believe a citizens' assembly would
have prevented the rioting in Paris and any need for 'les gilets
jaunes' protest group, because the response would have been that
it was the people's majority decision not the government's. Also, a
citizens' assembly removes lobbying groups and businesses from
the democratic decision-making process - decisions are made on a
moral, ethical, and educated basis, not on their value to a capitalist
economic system.
CHAPTER 1 - BACKGROUND
8

Emma Knight
(Extinction
Rebellion
Neath Port

1.1
Background

Many now agree that the biodiversity / ecological crisis exists on
par with the climate crisis. Both issues present distinct existential
threats to life on this planet, however, they cannot be treated in
isolation from each other. Consideration must be given to the
necessity of halting biodiversity loss in any action taken to de-

The comment is noted it is
That there be a number of amendments
acknowledged and accepted that more
incorporated into the Strategy/Action
prominence should be afforded to the role Plan refer to Rep Ref 1 above.
of biodiversity and our natural resources in
addressing climate change.

Ref

Name

Para/Section

Talbot)
CHAPTER 3
9

Representation

Officer Response

Officer Recommendation

The comment is noted the DARE
Strategy confirms support for the Welsh
declaration of a

That there be no change to the Strategy
/ Action Plan.

carbonise the county.
NEATH PORT TALBOT: ISSUES AND INFLUENCES

Stephen Todd 3 Neath Port
Talbot - Issues
and Influences

There is no indication of total CO 2 currently being produced in our
county. We need this to then reduce and target / tackle it. Add a
section for current CO2 and then clear targets for reduction, taking
the latest scientific advice to target best gains (e.g. tackling
methane, including farming). Then annually gauge progress and
report it.

CO2 this produces (e.g. gas power stations and mitigation
is any).

if there

Given that the Welsh Government has
already set specific targets for Wales, it is
not considered to be the purpose of the
DARE Strategy to set specific targets or
commitments for Neath Port Talbot,
including those relating to becoming
by any given date.
The primary purpose of the Strategy is to
set out how the Council will seek to
contribute to the overall national agenda
and reduce its own carbon footprint when
carrying out its operations and functions.
In addition, the Strategy sets out how the
Council will seek to set a proactive agenda
in its role as community leader, landowner,
employer, regulatory body and service
provider.
The Strategy recognises both the good
progress already made and what has the
potential to be achieved. The Council
remains determined to embrace the task
ahead and help influence those areas
where the most impact can be achieved.

10

Emma Knight
(Extinction
Rebellion
Neath Port
Talbot)

CHAPTER 4
11

3 Neath Port
Talbot - Issues
and Influences

The coast is mentioned here but with no reference to sea level
rise. Current predictions show large areas of Neath Port Talbot
could be flooded by the end of the century the areas at risk
should be highlighted.

only to provide a brief summary of the
local characteristics of the area as a
means of setting the context for where the
most impact on the decarbonisation
agenda can be achieved.

That there be no change to the Strategy
/ Action Plan.

VISION AND OBJECTIVES

Emma Knight
(Extinction
Rebellion
Neath Port
Talbot)

4.1
Vision and
Objectives

Addition to 4.1.3: To host regular People's Assemblies to give the
public a voice and meaningful role in the decarbonisation of the
county.

The comment is noted

the hosting of

be actions to deliver upon the identified
objectives, not an objective itself. The
identified objectives are considered to
adequately cover the point raised.

That there be no change to the Strategy
/ Action Plan.

Ref

Name

STRATEGIC THEME 1
12

Evan Phillips

Para/Section

Representation

Officer Response

Officer Recommendation

TRANSPORTATION
4.2.2
Transportation

EV Taxis do not require specific infrastructure to support their use.
Examples in towns like Aberdeen, London and Birmingham show
that modern EV have a range far greater than the daily usage of a
normal taxi.

The comment is noted in terms of EV
Taxis, the Council does not at this point
have the necessary taxi usage data to
evidence whether or not specific
infrastructure will / will not be required.
Specific Government funding is however
However, the rapid charging facilities within NPT are practically
non-existent, with a single rapid charge facility at Shell Fabian Way. available for taxis both for the installation
of dedicated EV charging and for the
Additional facilities at Skewen Service Station are promising, but
purchase of vehicles.
these are not ideally located for users of NPT town centres.
The Council should immediately address the lack of rapid charging
facilities through a profit share scheme with a major charging
infrastructure provider (Instavolt, Chargemaster, Podpoint etc.).

A dedicated officer has now been
appointed by the WLGA to work directly
with Welsh Government to drive forward
improvements and consistent standards in
taxi licensing.
A task and finish group bringing together
individuals that possess relevant
knowledge and experience of the taxi and
PHV industry has been created to
undertake detailed work around safety,
environment, accessibility and customer
experience. The task and finish group will
be working to deliver Welsh Governments
aim of a zero emission taxi/private hire
vehicle fleet by 2028.
In terms of wider EV Charging
Infrastructure, one of the core projects
emerging out of the Swansea Bay City

That the following amendments be
incorporated into the Strategy/Action
Plan:
Paragraph 4.2.2.13 delete existing
wording and replace with:

published a White Paper 'Improving
Public Transport', Part 2 of which
specifically deals with taxis. One of
the main proposals in the White Paper
is to create National Standards and it
is likely that vehicle emissions would
be a national standard that the Welsh
.
en
appointed by the WLGA to work
directly with Welsh Government to
drive forward improvements and
consistent standards in taxi licensing.
A task and finish group bringing
together individuals that possess
relevant knowledge and experience of
the taxi industry has been created to
undertake detailed work around
safety, environment, accessibility and
customer experience. The task and
finish group will be working to deliver

emission taxi/private hire vehicle fleet
region the aim of the project being to
.
inform the development and
implementation of an EV charging network Add the following new text after
that meets the demands of residents,
Paragraph 4.2.2.8:
businesses and visitors, thereby
EV charging infrastructure and coverage
compared to the rest of the UK. This
project should be recognised in the
document.

out of the Swansea Bay City Deal is

region. The project has been
developed in response to the need to
decarbonise transport and address
the new challenges posed by the
increasing number of electric

Ref

Name

Para/Section

Representation

Officer Response

Officer Recommendation
vehicles.
The project consists of three phases:
Phase 1 to consult with leading
academics and industry partners
to produce an effective, impactful
and future-proof electric vehicle
charging strategy;
Phase 2 will focus on the
physical implementation of smart
charging stations and the grid
infrastructure required to support
modern charging technologies;
and
Phase 3 to use information
gathered from the implemented
smart charging stations to build a
detailed dataset of electric vehicle
charging behaviours within the
area. This will be used to fuel
research into topics including
vehicle-to-grid transfer for flexible
energy systems, virtual power
plants, and future economic /
business models for electric
vehicle charging stations.
This aim of this project is to inform
the development and implementation
of an EV charging network that meets
the demands of residents, businesses
and visitors in line with changes to
national planning policy and will
in electric vehicle charging
infrastructure and coverage
compared to the rest of the UK.
Predicted outputs include:
An evidence based electric
vehicle charging strategy.
An Increase in the number of
charging points in the region.
Monitoring of behaviour and data

Ref

Name

Para/Section

Representation

Officer Response

Officer Recommendation
analytics to inform future EV
charging infrastructure

13

Kyle Jones

4.2.2
Transportation

The plans to improve the infrastructure required for more
The comment of support is noted.
widespread adoption of EVs is a promising action, particularly when
the action is in synergy with the Taxi Licensing improvements
proposed.

14

Kyle Jones

4.2.2
Transportation

The main railway line between Swansea and London is discussed
in section 4.2.2.15. Is there a plan to appeal that the remainder of
the line is electrified? This section reads rather ambiguously and it
is unclear if this is the intention.

Not applicable.

The extent of electrification of the mainline That there be no change to the Strategy
rail was a decision made by UK
/ Action Plan.
Government in July 2017. Following the
announcement not to electrify the line
between Cardiff and Swansea, the Council
submitted representations to Government,
however the decision stands.
The South West Wales Metro Project is
looking at alternative improvements to the
rail infrastructure.

15

Nick Thomas
(Vale
Memorials
Ltd)

4.2.2
Transportation

The Implications of Electric Vehicle Adoption A Discussion
Document for Glynneath Town Council and Residents
The Electric Vehicle Revolution
By 2030 100% of new car and van sales will be Electric and by
2050 100% of manufactures car and van stock will be electric.
There is currently a pot of £400,000,000 available for infrastructure
spending in the U.K. as a whole.
Since 2008 vehicle manufacturers have had to reduce their
emissions, below you can see the reductions over the years and

2008
2015
2020
2021

target 140 g/KM, ac
target is 95 g/KM, will need 3target is 95 g/KM, will need 7-

New EU fleet-wide CO2 emission targets are set for the years 2025
and 2030, both for newly registered passenger cars and newly
registered vans. The manufacturers will be fined if they do not
achieve these targets.
2025 - target is -

The content of the discussion document

Not applicable.

Ref

Name

Para/Section

Representation
2030 - target is Source

UK Director, Transport & Environment

In 2012 there were 2,880 E.V. charging points in the U.K, today we
have 20,598 charging points. Up until 2017, 212,00 Electric and
Hybrid cars were registered in the U.K.
According to the electric charging point map Zap Map, Wales
curre
at Feb 2018).
Glynneath is eligible under the rural development programmes
LEADER FUND and could possibly get funding for an electric
minibus and charging point, if quick enough. There is £350,000
available through NPTCBC for green projects. The minibus could
improve low carbon transport to and from the new Health Centre
weekend, while their electric vehicles are being charged.
Climate Emergency
The link below is to the Welsh Governments declaration on a
climate emergency. The sets out the Welsh Governments
commitment to mitigating the effects of climate change for the
people of Wales.
https://gov.wales/written-statement-welsh-government-declaresclimate-emergency

https://gweddill.gov.wales/topics/environmentcountryside/climatech
ange/emissions/prosperity-for-all-a-low-carbonwales/?skip=1&lang=en&_ga=2.130446735.167800388.156025216
1-588201294.1560252161
The Importance of Charging Infrastructure in Wales
The provision of E.V. charging infrastructure is vital both for
business and for private individuals as the pace of E.V. adoption
picks up. This will have implications for workers living in dormitory
Towns like Glynneath and will have significant implications in terms
of planning applications in residential areas.
Below is a link to a draft report by the Welsh government setting out
what needs to happen in order to develop an effective E.V.

Officer Response

Officer Recommendation

Ref

Name

Para/Section

Representation
infrastructure.
http://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/cr-ld12394/crld12394-e.pdf
Below is a link to some general press releases.
https://gov.wales/electric-charging-points-strategic-road-linkswales-given-ps2million-funding-boost
Planning Applications and E.V. Adoption
Those who buy an E.V. and have off road parking will generally use
a charging system at their home to slowly charge their vehicle
overnight using off peak electricity and will only use fast chargers
whilst on extended trips.
Typically, charging at home will account for 80% of the time. Those
of us who do not have off road parking cannot by law run an
extension lead out to an E.V. across a pavement, which will cause
a trip hazard. Those who have a front garden will simply make a
planning application to NPTCBC to drop their pavement and front
wall so they can charge their vehicle. This may lead to a significant
reduction in the availability of casual parking in residential areas.
Such a reduction will inevitably cause ill feeling and could be
avoided by the provision of adequate E.V. pavement side chargers.
There is funding of up to 75% available and this would be a useful
schedule
A point to note: there are companies (such as Ubertricity,
https://www.ubitricity.co.uk/) that retrofit street lighting with E.V
chargers. This means, no digging up the road for cables and the
grid supply is already there.
Grant Schemes for E.V. Charging Infrastructure
https://www.ugovk/government/collections/government-grants-forlow-emission-vehicles
Business and E.V. Infrastructure
The A465 is an important and busy main arterial route and
Glynneath and we have wonderful opportunity to attract both
passing business to our Town and also to attract new inward
company investment to the local area. This investment will bring
jobs into the area. To achieve this we need to target and access the
funds available to be on the cutting edge of this change not playing

Officer Response

Officer Recommendation

Ref

Name

Para/Section

Representation

Officer Response
e

coming years.
Infrastructure and Tourism

access fast chargers along with a place to pass the time whilst the
vehicle is charging. The welfare car park when developed could be
such a hub for businesses, local people and tourists. From now on
every parking space provided could have a charger which could in
turn bring tourists and their money into the town.
The Future
The future development of the car industry is now clearly
foreseeable and inevitable. Dirty, expensive and inefficient internal
combustion engines (ICE) will be replaced by clean, ever more
inexpensive and efficient battery storage and electric motor driven
vehicles. This change is already gathering momentum.
Awareness of the coming changes will help the council plan to
reduce the effect of planning applications which could be divisive in
areas with no off road parking.
There will also be a place for hydrogen fuel cell technology
especially for larger vehicles but the predominant battery
technology will, for the foreseeable future be, Lithium Ion. Even
though there is the possibility of short term supply challenges for
Lithium Ion batteries these challenges are far less significant than
those faced by the oil industry whose product is produced largely
from areas suffering geo political instability.
Glynneath qualifies by virtue of its geographical location and
excellent road links for a variety of grants from NPTCBC, the Welsh
Assembly, U.K. government and schemes originated in the private
sector.
Glynneath could use these funding streams to encourage the early
adoption of Electric Vehicles by residents and local business. We
could also encourage tourists into the area along with inward
investment which will in turn bring jobs.
We should also make efforts to inform the public that they have the
opportunity to claim grant funding to reduce the cost of purchasing
an E.V. and charger for their home or work place.
These changes are now inevitable, Glynneath Town council could

Officer Recommendation

Ref

Name

Para/Section

Representation

Officer Response

Officer Recommendation

be a catalyst for early and trouble free adoption of these new and
exciting, clean technologies. We should make it a priority of the
Town Council to use these opportunities to the full extent possible
so as to do our part in the fight against man made climate change.
Never before has a revolutionary technology been afforded such a
order to secure the future of our town and the health and wellbeing
of our community.
16

Owen Jordan

4.2.2
Transportation

Energy and Transport: the key issues were obviously beyond the
author(s) in terms of both analysis and solutions. I agree they are

The comment is noted.

Not applicable.

17

Jeremy Miles
& FAN
Community
Alliance

4.2.2.4
Transportation

Electric Vehicles need for central facilities for charging points or
charging points linked to public facilities and larger businesses.

The comments are noted in terms of
wider EV Charging Infrastructure, one of
the core projects emerging out of the
Swansea Bay City Deal is the

That the following amendments be
incorporated into the Strategy/Action
Plan:

Include in planning conditions for larger / business developments
installation of charging points. Future-proof all developments.

Add the following new text after
Paragraph 4.2.2.8:
The aim of the project being to inform the
development and implementation of an EV out of the Swansea Bay City Deal is
charging network that meets the demands
of residents, businesses and visitors,
thereby contributing towards solving
region. The project has been
developed in response to the need to
and coverage compared to the rest of the decarbonise transport and address
UK. This project should be recognised in
the new challenges posed by the
the document.
increasing number of electric
vehicles.
In regard to planning, national policy now
requires the planning system to encourage The project consists of three phases:
and support the provision of Ultra Low
Emission Vehicle (ULEV) charging points
Phase 1 to consult with leading
as part of new development. PPW (Edition
academics and industry partners
10) stipulates that where car parking is
to produce an effective, impactful
provided for new non-residential
and future-proof electric vehicle
development, LPAs should seek a
minimum of 10% of car parking spaces to
charging strategy;
have ULEV charging points.
Phase 2 will focus on the
physical implementation of smart
The Council will therefore continue to work
charging stations and the grid
with developers / applicants to ensure the
infrastructure required to support
level, location and type of charging
modern charging technologies;
provision is appropriate to the scheme and
and
local circumstances. In addition,
Phase 3 to use information
appropriate policies will be developed and
gathered from the implemented
included as part of the preparation of the
smart charging stations to build a

Ref

Name

Para/Section

Representation

Officer Response
Replacement LDP.

Officer Recommendation
detailed dataset of electric vehicle
charging behaviours within the
area. This will be used to fuel
research into topics including
vehicle-to-grid transfer for flexible
energy systems, virtual power
plants, and future economic /
business models for electric
vehicle charging stations.
This aim of this project is to inform
the development and implementation
of an EV charging network that meets
the demands of residents, businesses
and visitors in line with changes to
national planning policy and will
in electric vehicle charging
infrastructure and coverage
compared to the rest of the UK.
Predicted outputs include:
An evidence based electric
vehicle charging strategy.
An Increase in the number of
charging points in the region.
Monitoring of behaviour and data
analytics to inform future EV
charging infrastructure
.

18

Jeremy Miles
& FAN
Community
Alliance

4.2.2.10
Transportation

Integrated Transport Hub strong support for new integrated
transport hubs develop around priority access to hospitals,
resource centres and valley connection.

The support for the creation of Integrated
Transport Hubs at other key locations is
noted.

Development of park & rides (along M4 / A465 corridors). Car
sharing projects.
delivered at Port Talbot Parkway and in
Dedicated bus services / transport to link up with larger employers / line with the Joint Transport Plan for South
LDP
groups of businesses with shift patterns (old DVLA model)
allocates a site at Junction 38 (M4),
potential to incorporate in planning applications.
Margam. The delivery of this site and any
other potential locations across Neath Port
Provision of EV charging stations in all hubs.
Talbot will be reviewed as part of the LDP
process.
For successful hubs need sustainable and reliable bus services. Up
to date, real time information. Not just online information due to lack In terms of EV Charging Infrastructure at

That the following amendments be
incorporated into the Strategy/Action
Plan:
Add the following new text after
Paragraph 4.2.2.8:
ing
out of the Swansea Bay City Deal is

region. The project has been
developed in response to the need to
decarbonise transport and address
the new challenges posed by the
increasing number of electric

Ref

Name

Para/Section

Representation

Officer Response

of access. Need on the ground dedicated staff to assist and inform.

all hubs, one of the core projects emerging vehicles.
out of the Swansea Bay City Deal is the

Officer Recommendation

The project consists of three phases:

No car days with subsidised public transport.

The aim of the project being to inform the
development and implementation of an EV
charging network that meets the demands
of residents, businesses and visitors,
thereby contributing towards solving
and coverage compared to the rest of the
UK. This project should be recognised in
the document. The Council is also aware
that Transport for Wales (TfW) is
undertaking a pathfinder pilot project for
installing EV infrastructure at rail stations.
The Council is working with TfW on
looking at the possibility of introducing real
time information on the bus network. In
addition, Apps are offering the opportunity
for real time information and the capacity
to purchase tickets on line.

noted. Whilst it is accepted that the
scheme would generate interest in bus
travel, such a scheme may prove cost
prohibitive and would need to be explored
further before any commitment could be
made on the part of the Council.

Phase 1 to consult with leading
academics and industry partners
to produce an effective, impactful
and future-proof electric vehicle
charging strategy;
Phase 2 will focus on the
physical implementation of smart
charging stations and the grid
infrastructure required to support
modern charging technologies;
and
Phase 3 to use information
gathered from the implemented
smart charging stations to build a
detailed dataset of electric vehicle
charging behaviours within the
area. This will be used to fuel
research into topics including
vehicle-to-grid transfer for flexible
energy systems, virtual power
plants, and future economic /
business models for electric
vehicle charging stations.
This aim of this project is to inform
the development and implementation
of an EV charging network that meets
the demands of residents, businesses
and visitors in line with changes to
national planning policy and will
contribute towards solvin
in electric vehicle charging
infrastructure and coverage
compared to the rest of the UK.
Predicted outputs include:
An evidence based electric
vehicle charging strategy.
An Increase in the number of
charging points in the region.

Ref

Name

Para/Section

Representation

Officer Response

Officer Recommendation
Monitoring of behaviour and data
analytics to inform future EV
charging infrastructure
.
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Jeremy Miles
& FAN
Community
Alliance

4.2.2.11
Transportation

Taxi Licensing encourage the uptake of electric taxis; mitigate
financial impact / charging infrastructure.

The comment is noted. At this point the
Council does not have the necessary taxi
usage data to evidence whether or not
specific infrastructure will / will not be
required. Specific Government funding is
however available for taxis both for the
installation of dedicated EV charging and
for the purchase of vehicles.
It should be noted that a dedicated officer
has now been appointed by the WLGA to
work directly with Welsh Government to
drive forward improvements and
consistent standards in taxi licensing.
A task and finish group bringing together
individuals that possess relevant
knowledge and experience of the taxi and
PHV industry has been created to
undertake detailed work around safety,
environment, accessibility and customer
experience. The task and finish group will
be working to deliver Welsh Governments
aim of a zero emission taxi/private hire
vehicle fleet by 2028.

Paragraph 4.2.2.13 delete existing
wording and replace with:

published a White Paper 'Improving
Public Transport', Part 2 of which
specifically deals with taxis. One of
the main proposals in the White Paper
is to create National Standards and it
is likely that vehicle emissions would
be a national standard that the Welsh
Government would l
.

appointed by the WLGA to work
directly with Welsh Government to
drive forward improvements and
consistent standards in taxi licensing.
A task and finish group bringing
together individuals that possess
relevant knowledge and experience of
the taxi industry has been created to
undertake detailed work around
safety, environment, accessibility and
customer experience. The task and
finish group will be working to deliver
emission taxi/private hire vehicle fleet
.

20

Jeremy Miles
& FAN
Community
Alliance

STRATEGIC THEME 2
21

Kyle Jones

4.2.2.15
Transportation

Mainline Rail promote electrification. Future proof infrastructure to The comment is noted.
allow redevelopment of valley lines and links with transport hubs.

That there be no change to the Strategy
/ Action Plan.

The South West Wales Metro Project is
looking at improvements to the South
Wales Mainline along with the feasibility of
Swansea Bay routes, including Valleys
lines. These proposals will link with
Primary, Secondary and Community Hubs.
BUILDINGS AND SPACES
4.2.3
Buildings and
Spaces

In several sections including 4.2.3.4, it is mentioned that a number Whilst BREEAM is required when the
of buildings will be required to achieve a BREEAM Excellent rating - Council is in receipt of larger Welsh
will a similar rating also be required of new residential
Government grant funding packages for

Not applicable.

Ref

Name

Para/Section

Representation

Officer Response

developments such as housing? This would appear to be the intent
following the recent publicity regarding the new housing
developments planned for Wenham Place in Neath which feature
solar PVs, Tesla batteries and a number of other environmentally
friendly design decisions that bear a resemblance to those in
Picture 4.4.

new buildings, there is no requirement for
BREEAM on new residential
developments.

Officer Recommendation

Notwithstanding this point, the Council will
however continue to take the lead on
promoting and delivering Haps as part of
Further to this, the intent to develop Homes as Power Stations
the wider Swansea Bay City Deal and
(HAPS) is discussed, are there plans to provide subsidies or
work with developers to identify
schemes to improve existing housing and/or other infrastructure not opportunities to deliver higher sustainable
owned by the public sector?
building standards including zero carbon
homes.
The Council is not aware of any plans at
present to provide subsidies or schemes to
improve existing housing and/or other
infrastructure not owned by the public
sector.
22

Kyle Jones

4.2.3
Buildings and
Spaces

Methane (CH4) is one of the most harmful greenhouse gases and
is mentioned in section 4.2.3.41 as being produced during
anaerobic digestion (AD) in order to convert into electricity - will the
process use 100% of the methane produced?

Yes, in the controlled environment of the
Anaerobic Digester, 100% of the methane
is captured in the

Not applicable.
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Kyle Jones

4.2.3
Buildings and
Spaces

Sections 4.2.3.25 and 4.2.3.37 discuss the production of and
analysing of data from sources such as sensors. Will this data
and/or the associated analytical applications be open source and/or
publicly available in order to more strongly align with the Open
Government Data (OGD) philosophy? Further to this, will there be
opportunities to volunteer in the development of any associated
applications?

The comment is noted however, the
Council is not yet in a position to confirm
whether the data and/or the analytical
applications will be made publicly
available.

24

Owen Jordan

4.2.3
Buildings and
Spaces

Scratching around for scraps of comfort, I looked at the 'Homes as
Power stations' section. Now I built one of these some years ago.
NPT has just overseen its destruction. But there are no details, so it
is just a vague statement of hope. The rest was simply just jargonfilled hot air. A ground source heat pump - hardly novel - for a
tourist 'attraction' that never has any visitors, perhaps sums it up.
Boasts about renewables research based in Swansea and Cardiff
could be made across the whole of the UK; all the universities are
in on it. The results are neither yours to boast about nor very
exciting; this is simply grants for projects that are 'safe' for the grant
organisations, where the universities involvement means that failure
to deliver much - or anything - deflects blame for that failure.

The DARE Strategy sets out how the
That there be no change to the Strategy
Council will lead by example and reduce
/ Action Plan.
its own carbon footprint when carrying out
its operations and functions. It also sets a
proactive agenda for the Council in its role
as community leader, landowner,
employer, regulatory body and service
provider so that we can work in
partnership with other public and private
sector organisations.

produce heat or generate electricity.

Whilst much progress has been made, it is
accepted that there remains a lot to do if
As I am involved in climate change related innovation - real, not 1% we are to meet the kind of expectations
stuff of this kind - at universities outside Wales - I scrolled through
required. As a Council, we remain
the brief CV's of the university staff to see if there was anyone with determined to embrace the task ahead

Not applicable.

Ref
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Name

Viv Nicholson

Para/Section

4.2.3
Buildings and
Spaces

Representation

Officer Response

whom I could engage. Sadly, there was no-one.

and help influence those areas of local life
where we can make the most impact when
it comes to decarbonisation and climate
change.

Officer Recommendation

I would like to make a recommendation on the provision of a
renewable energy site, namely for Solar Panels. The site could be
positioned on the existing but unoccupied industrial site. It would be
unlikely to cause a problem; the site is situated to the north of
Pontardawe and located between the bypass and the Canal. The
site is shielded by trees on the eastern side and I believe the
positioning of the panels would be unlikely to cause a problem for
those living on Brecon Road etc.

The comment is noted

the strategy and

That there be no change to the Strategy
/ Action Plan.

Local Development Plan (LDP) seeks to
encourage and deliver a proportionate
renewable energy targets and energy
efficient targets.

The process for reviewing the LDP is now
The land to the north of the existing, but unoccupied, Industrial Park underway and in the Autumn of this year,
could potentially lead to an extension of the site up to the end of the the Council will be inviting submission of
bypass. This area has the potential to provide further power
generation in the form of water-driven generators.
should this land be submitted to the
Council at this stage it will be assessed to
establish the suitability or otherwise of the
One thing that Wales has in abundance is water and this area has
suggested use. Alternatively, the
the canal and the river in close proximity. Towers, of the type that
exists just off the River Tawe in the Port Talbot area, could be used landowner or developer could approach
to store water during the day and used to provide power when night the Planning Department and enter into
comes. There would be little loss of water, as the used water could pre-application discussions at any stage.
easily be returned to the river after use. I have never seen the river
or the canal run dry.
26

Tim Thomas
(Residential
Landlords
Association)

4.2.3
Buildings and
Spaces

The Residential Landlords Association (RLA) supports Neath Port
Decarbonisation and Renewable Energy Strategy.
nt that
the authority has obligations to reduce carbon emissions especially
given the local characteristics of the area being a major driver
ther factors that
can be at the detriment of good air quality.
Given that we as an organisation lobby on behalf of private
residential landlords, we are also pleased to see your document
references fuel poverty and affordable warmth. This is a particular
issue for the Private Rented Sector due to the large proportion of
housing stock that was built pre 1919, the prevalence of single
cavity walls and the limited financial support on offer to landlords,
which is especially concerning given the PRS is increasingly
housing some of the most vulnerable tenants.
We welcome the improvement programmes that the authority has
already engaged in to tackle fuel poverty, but would like to highlight
the ECO 3 / ECO Flex programme which is UK Government money

The comments of support are noted.

Not applicable.

Ref

Name

Para/Section

Representation

Officer Response

Officer Recommendation

available on offer for local authorities to use at greater discretion to
tackle fuel poverty in both the PRS and owner occupied sector.
We would be delighted to engage with the authority to discuss any
pertinent issues within the PRS particularly fuel poverty and energy
efficiency. We would also welcome any opportunities to further
engage with you on any potential strategies that look at these
issues in greater detail.
27

Jeremy Miles
& FAN
Community
Alliance

4.2.3.5
Buildings and
Spaces

BREEAM NPTCBC to lead by example on all large developments The comment is noted the DARE
regarding energy efficiency.
Strategy highlights a range of examples
where the Council is setting the example
promoting and delivering energy efficient /
examples
include the 21st Century Strategic Schools

That there be no change to the Strategy
/ Action Plan.

28

Jeremy Miles
& FAN
Community
Alliance

4.2.3.9/10
Buildings and
Spaces

Promotion and Delivery of Energy Positive Buildings
.

29

Jeremy Miles
& FAN
Community
Alliance

4.2.3.11
Buildings and
Spaces

Need to strengthen promotion and education around Haps.
Organise public access visits to developments. More education and
information in schools but also for wider public to encourage energy
efficiency along with financial incentives.

The comment is noted the Council has
That there be no change to the Strategy
taken the lead on promoting and delivering / Action Plan.
Homes as Power Stations (Haps) as part
of the wider City Region Deal.
Opportunities for further promotion and
education around the Haps concept will be
implemented moving forward.

30

Jeremy Miles
& FAN
Community
Alliance

4.2.3.40
Buildings and
Spaces

Waste Management continue to develop and improve recycling
services and facilities; terra-cycle points; provide kerbside small
electrical recycling collection; education; penalties (?); disposable
nappy recycling collection.

The comment is noted the Council
follows the Welsh Government blueprint
for recycling and is currently on target for
meeting the stringent recycling targets set
out for Local Authorities in Wales it is
recognised however that there is more to
be done.

Technology Centre.
full support

The comment of support is noted.

Not applicable.

That there be no change to the Strategy
/ Action Plan.

The Council updated its Waste Strategy in
July 2018 and is committed to further
developing and improving recycling
services and facilities. Th
Waste Strategy is due for review in
2020/21.
31

Jeremy Miles
& FAN
Community
Alliance

4.2.3.55
Buildings and
Spaces

Green Infrastructure / Ecosystems more tree planting schemes.
Increase number of trees on roadside and in town centre (fruit
trees); herb gardens in public spaces (planters); potential for eco
projects in our local green open spaces. Involve children in

The comment is noted it is
acknowledged and accepted that more
prominence should be afforded to the role
of biodiversity/ecosystems, green

That there be a number of amendments
incorporated into the Strategy/Action
Plan refer to Rep Ref 1 above.

Ref

Name

Para/Section

Representation

Officer Response

Officer Recommendation

recycling; encourage local residents to utilise unadopted spaces for infrastructure and our natural resources in
wild flowers / food growing.
addressing climate change.
STRATEGIC THEME 3
32

33

Kyle Jones

Emma Knight
(Extinction
Rebellion
Neath Port
Talbot)

INFLUENCING BEHAVIOUR
4.2.4
Influencing
Behaviour

4.2.4
Influencing
Behaviour

One of the single biggest actions an individual can take in order to
reduce their climate footprint is to reduce or even completely
remove animal based products (particularly those from bovine
mammals such as cows) from their diets, however this is not
mentioned anywhere in the draft - particularly in section 4.2.4 which
is entitled Influencing Behaviour. Further action could include
making it mandatory that every public sector menu have a
vegetarian and vegan suitable option available.

If the county is to successfully de-carbonise, the general public
need to be included in the decision making. You mention a climate
working group, but who will actually be invited to that? A diverse
range of voices and opinions from people that are unlikely to join
such "working groups" can often spark much needed conversations
and ideas. Publicly held people's assemblies would offer this
opportunity - hold them in the street in key locations in the town
centres so passers-by can stumble in and take part. Encourage and
enable everyone to be a part of the process.

The comment is noted the DARE
Strategy focuses on how and where the
Council can reduce its own carbon
footprint when carrying out its operations
and functions and also where the Council
can make the most impact when it comes
to the decarbonisation agenda.

That there be no change to the Strategy
/ Action Plan.

Whilst Paragraph 4.2.4.8 highlights that
the Council will continue to actively
engage with employees and the wider
public to raise awareness of the role that
individuals can take in the decarbonisation
agenda, it is accepted that a bullet point
could be added to provide further clarity.

footprint, such as waste reduction,
sustainable purchasing, reduced
consumption of food products with a
high carbon footprint and reducing
private vehicular use .

The comment is noted in respect of
community involvement, it is accepted that
there is considerable public interest in the
current climate and action will be more
effective by ensuring that the wider public
is involved in any action to address climate
change. The scope for example of those to
be involved on the Climate Change
Working Group has however yet to be
established, albeit it is anticipated that
there will need to be representatives from
the public, private and community /
voluntary sectors.

That the following amendments be
incorporated into the Strategy/Action
Plan:

Notably, i
purposes of this demographically
representative group of residents, will be
to actively involve residents in decision
making, so residents can help shape
proposals at a very early stage.
It is anticipated therefore that the Panel
will have a role to play with the
implementation and review of the DARE
Strategy moving forward. This should be
recognised in the document.

Paragraph 4.2.4.8
point:

add new bullet

Promote lifestyle changes that

Section 4.2.4

add new sub-section:

Community Involvement
There is considerable public interest
in the current climate and action will
be more effective by ensuring that the
wider public is involved in any action
to address climate change. This will
also be an opportunity to take a
collaborative approach to awareness
raising campaigns.
In January 2020 the Council launched
purposes of this demographically
representative group of residents, will
be to actively involve the public in
decision making, so residents can
help shape proposals at a very early
stage. It is anticipated therefore that
the Panel will have a key role to play
in the implementation and review of
.

Ref

Name

Para/Section

Representation

Officer Response

Officer Recommendation
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Jeremy Miles
& FAN
Community
Alliance

4.2.4.5
Influencing
Behaviour

Sustainable Procurement there needs to be a balance between
procuring goods and services to large scale providers (who have
environmental policies and practices) and local providers (who
could potentially need support to have policies in place). Support
local businesses and suppliers to operate in

The comment is noted

That there be no change to the Strategy
/ Action Plan.

Jeremy Miles
& FAN
Community
Alliance

4.2.4.6/7
Influencing
Behaviour

Partnership Working continue and expand on partnership working
with public, community groups and businesses; look to end goal
and work backwards to save resources and expenditure; encourage
workshops for sustainable practices recycling, upcycling, diet etc.

The comment is noted. The Council is
committed to continue to work and
cooperate with a range of partner
organisations, including cross-boundary
collaboration where appropriate, in taking
forward and developing further the
Strategy.

That the following amendments be
incorporated into the Strategy/Action
Plan:

The document highlights that existing
partnership networks will be utilised
wherever possible and the Council will

There is considerable public interest
in the current climate and action will
be more effective by ensuring that the
wider public is involved in any action
to address climate change. This will
also be an opportunity to take a
collaborative approach to awareness
raising campaigns.

35

opportunity to influence the behaviour of
others and to raise awareness within
businesses and suppliers (large and small)
of their need to consider their sustainable
credentials and carbon footprints.

promoted, issues raised, information
disseminated and best practice shared.
In respect of community involvement, it is
accepted that there is considerable public
interest in the current climate and action
will be more effective by ensuring that the
wider public is involved in any action to
address climate change. The scope for
example of those to be involved on the
Climate Change Working Group has
however yet to be established, albeit it is
anticipated that there will need to be
representatives from the public, private
and community / voluntary sectors.
Notably, i
purposes of this demographically
representative group of residents, will be
to actively involve residents in decision
making, so residents can help shape
proposals at a very early stage.
It is anticipated therefore that the Panel
will have a role to play with the
implementation and review of the DARE
Strategy moving forward. This should be
recognised in the document.

Section 4.2.4

add new sub-section:

Community Involvement

In January 2020 the Council launched
purposes of this demographically
representative group of residents, will
be to actively involve the public in
decision making, so residents can
help shape proposals at a very early
stage. It is anticipated therefore that
the Panel will have a key role to play
in the implementation and review of
.

Ref

Name

Para/Section

Representation

Officer Response

Officer Recommendation
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Jeremy Miles
& FAN
Community
Alliance

4.2.4.8
Influencing
Behaviour

Awareness Raising Campaign put climate / sustainability leaflets
through every door; promote and support good community /
business practice with social media campaigns.

The comment is noted. The Council will
continue to actively engage with
employees and the wider public through a
variety of means, ensuring that the
approaches taken as part of the wider
awareness raising campaign are fit for
purpose. The use of social media in
particular will be pursued as far as
practicable.

That there be no change to the Strategy
/ Action Plan.

APPENDIX 2
DARE Strategy (Tracked Changes

April 2020)

APPENDIX 3

DARE Strategy: First Stage Integrated Impact Assessment

1. Details of the initiative
Initiative Description/Summary: Decarbonisation and Renewable Energy Strategy
Service Area: Planning and Public Protection
Directorate:

Environment

2. Does the initiative affect:
Yes

No

Service Users
Staff
Wider Community
Internal administrative process only

3. Does the initiative impact on people because of their:
Yes

No

None/
Negligible

Know

Impact
H/M/L

Reasons for your decision (including evidence)/How
might it impact?

Age
Disability
Gender Reassignment
Marriage/Civil Partnership
Pregnancy/Maternity
Race
Religion/Belief
Sex
Sexual orientation

Climate Change affects all generations and all areas of
society. The Strategy/Action Plan sets out a vision,
objectives and a series of actions which together will seek
to help the Council meet its carbon footprint reduction
aspirations and contribute to meeting national targets.
Implementation of the Strategy will be inclusive and will
involve the Council working with all staff, the wider public
and a wide range of partner organisations including those
from the public, private and community/voluntary sectors.

4. Does the initiative impact on:
Yes

No

None/
Negligible

know

Impact
H/M/L

Reasons for your decision (including evidence used) / How
might it impact?
There is no direct, clear link with the Welsh language.
Opportunities arising from action to reduce emissions (e.g. local
jobs in energy efficiency or community renewables), may
encourage people in rural areas where there is a higher proportion
of Welsh speakers to remain in their communities, helping to
sustain the language in those areas.

use the Welsh language

There is no direct, clear link with the Welsh language.
Opportunities arising from action to reduce emissions (e.g. local
jobs in energy efficiency or community renewables), may
encourage people in rural areas where there is a higher proportion
of Welsh speakers to remain in their communities, helping to
sustain the language in those areas.

Treating the Welsh
language no less
favourably than English

5. Does the initiative impact on biodiversity:
Yes

To maintain and enhance
biodiversity

No

None/
Negligible

know

Impact
H/M/L

H

Reasons for your decision (including evidence) /
How might it impact?
Climate change affects biodiversity in many ways. Impacts on
species include changes in distribution and abundance, the timing
of seasonal events and habitat use. Rising sea temperatures and
acidity are linked with various changes in biodiversity in UK marine
and coastal ecosystems. Climate driven changes to salinity, wind,
waves and currents are also having an impact.
By developing the Strategy/Action Plan, the Council is able to set
out a direction of travel to meet its longer term carbon footprint
emissions will help lessen the risks to biodiversity (e.g. risks to
species/habitats due to inability to respond to changing climatic
conditions; risks to soils and carbon stores etc.).

To promote the resilience
of ecosystems, i.e.
supporting protection of the
wider environment, such as
air quality, flood alleviation,
etc.

H

Climate change affects biodiversity in many ways. Impacts on
species include changes in distribution and abundance, the timing
of seasonal events and habitat use. Rising sea temperatures and
acidity are linked with various changes in biodiversity in UK marine
and coastal ecosystems. Climate driven changes to salinity, wind,
waves and currents are also having an impact.
By developing the Strategy/Action Plan, the Council is able to set
out a direction of travel to meet its longer term carbon footprint
reduction aspi
emissions will help lessen the risks to biodiversity (e.g. risks to
species/habitats due to inability to respond to changing climatic
conditions; risks to soils and carbon stores etc.).

6. Does the initiative embrace the sustainable development principle (5 ways of working):

Yes

No

Details
By developing the Strategy/Action Plan, the Council is able to set out a direction
of travel to meet its longer term carbon footprint reduction aspirations. The

Long term - how the initiative supports the
long term well-being of people

impacts to Wales and the world arising from increased global average
temperatures. These impacts include flooding, risks to health, water shortages
and risks to biodiversity.
Positive action on climate change is far reaching and all-encompassing and

Integration - how the initiative impacts
upon our wellbeing objectives

Involvement - how people have been
involved in developing the initiative

decarbonised economy, will ultimately improve the well-being of children, young
people and all adults living in the County Borough, and develop the local economy
and environment so that the well-being of people can be improved.

involved in developing the Strategy/Action Plan. This is primarily due to the fact
that those employed within the Environment Directorate will have more direct
involvement in delivering the action plan. In terms of implementation, it is the
intention to es
external approaches can be promoted, issues raised, information disseminated

and best practice shared. The Working Group will provide the mechanism to
ensure the Strategy/Action Plan remains fit for purpose and responsive to
changes in circumstances.

Collaboration - how we have worked with
other services/organisations to find shared
sustainable solutions

Prevention - how the initiative will prevent
problems occurring or getting worse

footprint reduction aspirations. Achieving the identified actions will require
significant contributions internally from across the Council and externally, from a
wide variety of partner organisations, including cross-boundary collaboration
where appropriate. Partner organisations will include those from the public, private
and community/voluntary sectors.
By seeking to address greenhouse gas emissions, the Strategy/Action Plan sets
the framework for tackling the root cause of issues and risks associated with
climate change at the local level. The various actions (individually and collectively,
will reduce emissions and therefore help to reduce the global impacts of climate
change. The ongoing monitoring and evaluation will enable the Council to limit
any unintended consequences and help mitigate any negative impacts.

7. Declaration - based on above assessment (tick as appropriate):
A full impact assessment (second stage) is not required
Reasons for this Conclusion
Equalities climate change affects all generations and all areas of society. Implementation of the Strategy/Action Plan will be inclusive and will
involve the Council working with all staff, the wider public and a wide range of partner organisations including those from the public, private and
community / voluntary sectors.
Welsh Language there is no direct, clear link with the Welsh language. Opportunities arising from action to reduce emissions (e.g. local jobs in
energy efficiency or community renewables), may however encourage people in rural areas where there is a higher proportion of Welsh speakers to
remain in their communities, helping to sustain the language in those areas.
Biodiversity climate change affects biodiversity in many ways. Reducing Neath Por
biodiversity (e.g. risks to species/habitats due to inability to respond to changing climatic conditions; risks to soils and carbon stores etc.).
Well-being of Future Generation (5 ways of Working)

the Strategy/Action Plan embraces all five ways of working. The framework provides
-being objectives;
involves people and partners in its development and implementation; and seeks to prevent problems getting worse.

A full impact assessment (second stage) is required
Reasons for this conclusion

Name

Position

Date

Completed by

Ceri Morris

Head of Planning and Public Protection

18th March 2020

Signed off by

Nicola Pearce

Director of Environment and Regeneration

18th March 2020

