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ITEM 1 

PART 1 SECTION A 

 

Policy and Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee 8
th

 

November 2013 - Grant of Dispensations under Section 81(4) Local 

Government Act 2000 

 

1.1. General 

 

1.1.1. Under Section 81(4) of the Local Government Act 2000 

Standards Committees may grant dispensations to a Member of 

a relevant authority (including a Community Council) allowing 

the Member to participate in any business where that 

participation would otherwise be prohibited by the mandatory 

provisions of the Members’ Code of Conduct. 

 

1.1.2. The National Assembly for Wales in the Standards Committees 

(Grant of Dispensations) (Wales) Regulations 2001 (SI No: 

2279) sets out the circumstances in which these dispensations 

may be granted.  The Standards Committee may only grant 

dispensations in the circumstances set out in the Regulations.   

 

1.1.3. The Policy and Resources Overview and Scrutiny Committee 

will be invited to scrutinise at its meeting of 8
th

 November a 

proposed decision in relation to the funding of “third sector” 

bodies.  A copy of the financial table to the report is attached as 

Annex 1.  Some Members have interests in respect of various 

of the bodies.   

 

1.1.4. Under Paragraph 18 of The Code of Conduct (and the relevant 

Regulations) The Standards Committee may not consider 

granting a dispensation to an individual Member unless the 

Member seeking it has previously notified the Monitoring 

Officer of that interest together with the relevant details.   

 

1.1.5. Some Members have requested the Standards Committee grant 

a dispensation allowing them to participate in the meeting.  

Members who are appointed to bodies by the Council are 

required to declare the appointment but their personal interest is 

not a prejudicial interest under the Members’ Code of Conduct.  

Other Members however are members of such organisations in 

their own right or have other interests.  Their interests may be 
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both personal and prejudicial requiring them to leave the 

meeting. 

 

1.1.6. The interests in relation to which a dispensation is sought are as 

follows:- 

 

Name of Member Nature of Interest 

 

1 Cllr. Karen Pearson  (i) Cllr. Pearson is an employee of 

Barnado’s based at the Neath 

Office.  She works for the 

Invisible Walls Wales Team 

funded by the Big Lottery.  She 

understands that the 

grants/contracts relate to 

Barnado’s parenting team. 

 

(ii) Cllr. Pearson has also requested 

a dispensation in respect of 

Dulais Valley Partnership but 

that is not required due to the 

provision of the Code. 

 

 

2. Cllr. Lella James Cllr. James’ daughter works for 

Prince’s Trust. 

 

3. Cllr. Linet Purcell Cllr. Purcell is a member of the 

National Trust. 

 

4. Cllr. Andrew Jenkins Cllr. Jenkins is a member of Neath 

Port Talbot Credit Union. 

 

 

1.1.7. The circumstances in which Standards Committee may grant 

dispensations are set out in the Standards Committees (Grant of 

Dispensations) (Wales) Regulations 2001.  The circumstances 

are set out below:- 

(a)    no fewer than half of the members of the relevant 

authority or of a committee of the authority (as the case 

may be) by which the business is to be considered has an 

interest which relates to that business; 
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(b)    no fewer than half of the members of a leader and cabinet 

executive of the relevant authority by which the business 

is to be considered has an interest which relates to that 

business and either paragraph (d) or (e) also applies; 

(c)    in the case of a county or county borough council, the 

inability of the member to participate would upset the 

political balance of the relevant authority or of the 

committee of the authority by which the business is to be 

considered to such an extent that the outcome would be 

likely to be affected; 

(d)    the nature of the member's interest is such that the 

member's participation in the business to which the 

interest relates would not damage public confidence in the 

conduct of the relevant authority's business; 

(e)    the interest is common to the member and a significant 

proportion of the general public; 

(f)     the participation of the member in the business to which 

the interest relates is justified by the member's particular 

role or expertise; 

(g)    the business to which the interest relates is to be 

considered by an overview and scrutiny committee of the 

relevant authority and the member's interest is not a 

pecuniary interest; 

(h)    the business which is to be considered relates to the 

finances or property of a voluntary organisation of whose 

management committee or board the member is a member 

otherwise than as a representative of the relevant authority 

and the member has no other interest in that business 

provided that any dispensation shall not extend to 

participation in any vote with respect to that business; or 

(i)     it appears to the committee to be in the interests of the 

inhabitants of the area of the relevant authority that the 

disability should be removed provided that written 

notification of the grant of the dispensation is given to the 

National Assembly for Wales within seven days in such 

manner as it may specify. 
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1.1.8. Further advice will be given at the meeting in the light of any 

developments which arise after the drafting of this report.  

However, the paragraphs which may be relevant in this case are 

(c), (d), (g) and (h).  

1.1.9. Bearing in mind the nature of the decision to be taken by 

Cabinet Board and the restriction contained in paragraph (h) I 

would suggest that any dispensation would be confined to 

allowing the Member to speak but not vote on all matters 

related to this review.  

1.1.10. Obviously the interests in respect of which dispensations have 

been requested differ and the Committee may make different 

decisions in different cases.  

 

Recommendation 
 

1.2. That Standards Committee considers the applications for 

dispensation set out in paragraph 1.1.6. in the circumstances set 

out in Regulation 2 (c), (d), (g) and (h) of the Standards 

Committee (Grant of Dispensations) (Wales) Regulations 2001 

to speak only and that the dispensations cover all matters 

related to the review. 

 

1.3. Background Papers  

 

Details of applications. 

 

1.4. Wards Affected 

 

All 

 

1.8. Officer Contact  

 

For further information on this report please contact:- 

Mr. D. Michael,  

Head of Legal Services and Monitoring Officer  

Tel. No. 763368  

E-mail d.michael@npt.gov.uk 

 

mailto:d.michael@npt.gov.uk
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APPENDIX 1 
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