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JOINT RESILIENCE COMMITTEE – 6th March 2008 

REPORT OF THE JOINT RESILIENCE UNIT 

Bi - Monthly Update: JOINT RESILIENCE UNIT 

1. General Resilience Issues 

 The Unit was involved directly in 3 incidents with the Emergency Services – 
please refer to Annex 1 

 The Pitt Review – Learning Lessons from the 2007 floods. A paper will be 
prepared to go to CDG/CMT in the next 4 weeks. One recommendation will 
be that a ‘task and finish’ Corporate working group begins to look at local 
flood risk, and in particular, surface water flooding and how we are currently 
managing this risk.  

 Exercise ‘Rufus’ Environment Agency led multi agency table top exercise 
took place on 20th February 2008. The purpose of the exercise was to 
simulate the recovery from a major flood event, including business continuity 
issues for the public, utilities and emergency services alike. Over 120 people 
participated at the event. A full report will be included in a future meeting of 
the JRC once available.  

 Directorate Preparedness Reports have been prepared for both Authorities 
and will be discussed at the next Resilience Coordinators meeting on 27th 
February 2008 before going to CMT/CDG. They provide a status report on 
our current position within each Directorate around our preparedness on  
Emergency Planning, Business Continuity, and Exercising and Training  

 Desktop exercises will be facilitated over the next twelve months to test the 
Directorate Emergency Response Plans. This work will form a key piece of 
the Joint Resilience Unit’s Programme of work for 2008/09. 

2. Risk 

 Resilience Manager is to attend the LRF at the request of the Chief 
Constable in his capacity as the Chair of the SWLRF Risk Working Group. 
The aim is to obtain an undertaking from the LRF that the identified ‘very 
high and high’ risks need to be prioritised and to inform the multi agency 
programme of work. 
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3. Business Continuity 

 This is being discussed at the Resilience Coordinators meeting on 27th 
February 2008 as there are clearly areas where progress is particular slow. 
On a positive note however, draft plans that have been prepared are at the 
next stage of development, being a table top exercise. Desktop exercises 
will be facilitated over the next twelve months to test the Directorate 
Business Continuity Plans. This work will form a key piece of the Joint 
Resilience Unit’s Programme of work for 2008/09. 

 An advertisement has been prepared for Swansea Business Life Magazine. 
A copy is attached as Annex 2 

4. Warning & Informing 

 Business Continuity Promotion information is now more accessible from the 
website and we have paper copies to distribute at seminars and/or 
conferences. 

5. Future Events  

 A Members seminar is taking place on 3rd March 2008 at the Liberty 
Stadium. A ‘table top’ exercise with participation from partner category 1 
responders will be the main event. Elected Members will also be 
participating in the day’s play. 

 An exercise to test the Multi Agency Flood Emergency Response Plan for 
Canal Side, Aberdulais is being arranged by the Environment Agency for 
Spring 2008. This will be a ‘live’ exercise at the site with the involvement of 
residents and key stakeholders. 

 Exercise Fossil Fuel for CALOR Gas, Aberdulais – a ‘live’ on-site exercise 
has been arranged for 4th June 2008 with a ‘table top’ exercise to follow on 
12th June 2008. 

 Rest Centre Table Top Exercise for NPT has been provisionally arranged for 
March 2008. Final dates to be confirmed. 
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Annex 1 

JOINT RESILIENCE UNIT RESPONSE TO LOCAL INCIDENTS REPORTED TO THE DUTY OFFICER 

From 1st January 2008 to current 

   

12th January 
2008 

Fire at a derelict Chapel, Llangyfelach 
Road 

Large fire in a derelict chapel near the Four Feathers pub. SWP 
and MWWFS in attendance. A number of properties evacuated. 

3rd February 
2008 

Beached container between Paviland Bay 
and Worms Head 

A container containing Acetic Anhydride beached and leaking. 
Environment Agency, SWP, MWWFS and LA Pollution Control 
Officer attended scene. Marine salvage removed the container 

13th February 
2008 

House Fire, Viola Road, Sandfields, Port 
Talbot 

Nine people evacuated from the property but no rest centre 
required 
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Annex 2 

Swansea Business Life Magazine Advertisement 

 


