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SECTION A – MATTERS FOR DECISION 

Report Item Page 

Nos 

Wards Affected 

       1.0 Application for a Premises Licence 

 
  

Reference Number 008276  

 

2-29 

 

 

 

Neath North 
Name Neath R.F.C Ground 

Address Gnoll Park Road 

Neath 

 

 

LICENSING & GAMBLING ACTS SUB COMMITTEE 

 9
th

 October 2008 

 

DIRECTORATE OF FINANCE AND CORPORATE SERVICES 

 

REPORT OF THE HEAD OF LEGAL & DEMOCRATIC SERVICES  

– D.MICHAEL 

 

INDEX OF REPORT ITEMS 

 

PART 1–Doc.Code: LICAS-091008-REP-FS-DM 
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1.1 Application for A Premises Licence 

 

Ref.No.: 008276 Wards 

Affected: 

Neath North 

Premises Name: Neath R.F.C Ground 

Premises 

Address: 

Gnoll Park Road, Neath 

Applicant 

Name: 

Geraint Frederick Hawkes 

Applicant 

Address: 

33 Coed Fan, Sketty, Swansea 

DPS Name: Colin Tomlinson 

DPS Address: 10 Golwg Y Graig, Crynant, SA10 8RY 

Application 

Date: 

18
th
 July 2008 

 

1.2 Licence Application 

 

Opening hours 

Monday to Sunday    12.00 – 00.30 

 

Supply of alcohol:  

Monday to Sunday              12.00 – 00.00 

 

Live music: Outdoors 

Monday to Sunday    12.00 – 00.00 

  

Recorded music: Outdoors 

Monday to Sunday    12.00 – 00.00 

 

Performances of dance: Outdoors  

Monday to Sunday    12.00 – 00.00 

 

Activity like music and dance:Outdoors 

Monday to Sunday    12.00 – 00.00 

 

Facilities for making music: Outdoors 

Monday to Sunday    12.00 – 00.00 

Facilities for dancing: Outdoors 

Monday to Sunday    12.00 – 00.00 

 



LICAS-091008-REP-FS-DM 3 

Facilites for similar entertainment: Outdoors 

Monday to Sunday    12.00 – 00.00 

 

Late night refreshment: Outdoors 

Monday to Sunday    12.00 – 00.00 

 

 

1.3 Background Information (provided by applicant) 

 

The Neath Rugby Club has a premises licence for the clubhouse and is now 

applying for a premises licence in respect of the rugby ground.  The rugby 

ground comprises a field, together with the stands and open terraced areas.  It is 

seeking a licence so that alcohol can be supplied from a marquee coloured red 

behind the terraced area at what is known as the “town end” and two kiosks 

which are coloured red on the plan being supplied on match days.  It is also 

seeking the opportunity to provide regulated entertainment when events are 

organised at the ground.  A fireworks display will take place during the first 

week of November. 

 

N.b. The club already has a licence to cover the fireworks display and if this 

application is successful licence: 006762 may be surrendered. 

 

 

1.4 Promotion of Licensing Objectives 

 

General – all four licensing objectives 

 

The Prevention of Crime and Disorder 

 To ensure that at all times there will be an effective and responsible 

manager on duty on the premises when it is open for licensable activities  

 To ensure that all staff are trained 

 To ensure that all staff are properly supervised 

 To organise the lay-out and the location of various pieces of equipment 

wihtin the premises so that equipment can be properly monitored and 

where necessary, properly controlled e.g. cash registers away from 

patrons and gaming machines within view of staff 

 To ensure that staffing levels are adequate to maintain a safe environment 

 To ensure that all staff are aware that those who are heavily intoxicated or 

disorderly are to be managed in such a way that they will not be a harm to 

staff, patrons or themselves. 
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 To participate in schemes which are designed to maintain and improve the 

licensing objectives 

 To ensure that all members of staff are vigilant to prevent the use or 

supply of illegal drugs 

 To ensure that all staff are mindful of the problems of under age drinking 

and when in doubt to request age indentification by reference to driving 

licence or passport. 

 To maintain a similar policy to the above paragraph with regard to sale of 

tobacco  

 To ensure that staff prevent glasses and bottles being brought into or out 

of the premises by patrons 

 To ensure that there is provision for regular collection of glass and bottles. 

 To ensure that where the consumption of alcohol is likely to be in the 

open air that consideration is given to the use of toughened or plastic 

vessels. 

 To ensure that all staff will report to the relevant authorities (the police 

and the council) anyone dealing with illegal drugs or where illegal drugs 

are found on the premises. 

 To ensure that staff do not permit entry or where they have entered shall 

not serve anybody who is heavily intoxicated or seems to be under the 

influence of drugs 

 To reserve the right to search patrons on entry to the premises. 

 To provide notices as appropriate in connection with under age drinking 

etc. 

 To ensure that all members of staff are mindful of the above objectives, 

not only insofar as the licensed premises in concerned but also to consider 

those who live and work within the vicinity of the premises or are passing 

by. 

 

 

Public Safety 

 

 To ensure that the premises does not become overcrowded 

 To ensure that means of escape in the event of fire or other emergency are 

always kept clear. 

 To ensure that the staff are informed about safe evacuation procedures 

 To ensure that the disabled or infirm are able to evacuate the premises 

 To provide a sufficient number of people employed or engaged to secure 

the safety of the premises and its patrons 
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 To provide appropriate instruction, training and supervision of those 

employed or engaged to secure the safety of the premises and patrons 

including the disabled and infirm 

 To ensure that all appliances and systems pertinent to safety are tested on 

a regular basis that a written record of the tests are kept and will be 

available to all relevant authorities 

 The provision of effective CCTV in and around the premises 

 To provide toughened or plastic drinking vessels if patrons (where 

appropriate) consume drink outside the premises 

 

 

The Prevention of Public Nuisance 

 

 To ensure that staff are made aware of the steps that are to be taken 

should there be any disorderly conduct on the premises e.g. to ask 

disorderly persons to leave but at the same time alert the relevant 

authorities. 

 To ensure that patrons arriving and leaving by taxi and minibuses are 

reminded that they should do so without disturbing the residents and those 

who work in the vicinity of the premises and to suggest that they avoid 

using horns etc. 

 To ensure that any refuse is stored and disposed of appropriately  

 To be mindful of those who live and work in the vicinity when disposing 

of empty bottles or when deliveries are being made 

 To remind staff to minimise noise when leaving the premises, particularly 

if it is late at night or in the early hours of the morning. 

 To take appropriate steps to avoid any noxious smells. 

 

 

The Protection of Children from Harm 

 

 To ensure that staff are aware that it is prohibited to sell alcohol to 

children 

 To ensure that staff are aware that it is prohibited to sell tobaccos to 

children 

 To ensure that any child in the marquee is accompanied by a responsible 

adult 

 Where films or televisions are available, to ensure if children are in the 

premises that the films are in accordance with the recommendations of the 

British Board of Film Classifications  
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 To request proof of age where there is any doubt as to the age of anyone 

at the premises 

 To display restrictions on admission of children and sale of alcohol and 

tobaccos 

 

 

1.5 Relevent Representations  

 

Responsible Authorities  

 

Mr Tony John - Environmental Health Officer, Neath Port Talbot CBC 

 

The Environmental Health Officer’s representation is reproduced at appendix 1.   

 

Interested Parties 

 

Doreen Williams – 31 Gnoll Park Road 

Norman Holifield – 60 Gnoll Park Road 

R.W. Watkins & A.E. Watkins – 62 Gnoll Park Road 

David Price – 84 Gnoll Park Road 

Mrs Hughes – 7 Hazelwood Road 

Mr & Mrs Richards – 2 Hibbert Road 

Mr & Mrs Davies – 68 Gnoll Park Road 

Mrs Wakefield – 122 Gnoll Park Road 

W.T. Meredith – 66 Gnoll Park Road 

Mrs Sarah Wakefield – 4 Hibbert Road 

Mrs M.S. Winter – 2 Hazelwood Road 

Mr D. McKenna – 58 Gnoll Park Road 

Mrs Jones – 72 Gnoll Park 

Sarah Williams – 90 Gnoll Park Road 

 

The above representations are reproduced at appendix 2.   

 

 

1.6 Policy Considerations 

 

Licensing Policy 

 

8.1 Licensed premises, especially those operating late at night and in the early 

hours of the morning can cause a range of nuisances impacting on people living, 

working or sleeping in the vicinity of the premises.  The Council wishes to 
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maintain and protect the amenity of residents and businesses from potential 

consequence of the operation of licensed premises.  However it also recognises 

the economic, social, and cultural importance that such premises provide, and 

will endeavour to ensure that a reasonable balance is maintained.    

 

8.2 The Council will expect operating schedules to demonstrate that suitable 

and sufficient measures have been identified, and will be implemented and 

maintained to prevent public nuisance.  The extent and nature of these measures 

will be determined by the style and characteristics of the premises and events. 

 

Secretary Of States Guidance 

 

2.33   Public nuisance is given a statutory meaning in many pieces of 

legislation. It is however not narrowly defined in the 2003 Act and retains its 

broad common law meaning. It is important to remember that the prevention of 

public nuisance could therefore include low-level nuisance perhaps affecting a 

few people living locally as well as major disturbance affecting the whole 

community. It may also include in appropriate circumstances the reduction of 

the living and working amenity and environment of interested parties (as defined 

in the 2003 Act) in the vicinity of licensed premises.
 
 

 2.34   Conditions relating to noise nuisance will normally concern steps 

necessary to control the levels of noise emanating from premises. This might be 

achieved by a simple measure such as ensuring that doors and windows are kept 

closed after a particular time in the evening to more sophisticated measures like 

the installation of acoustic curtains or rubber speaker mounts. Any conditions 

necessary to promote the prevention of public nuisance should be tailored to the 

style and characteristics of the specific premises. Licensing authorities should be 

aware of the need to avoid unnecessary or disproportionate measures that could 

deter events that are valuable to the community, such as live music. Noise 

limiters, for example, are very expensive to purchase and install and are likely to 

be a considerable burden for smaller venues. 

 

 

1.7 Officer Report 

 

Neath R.F.C are seeking to provide the sale of alcohol, regulated entertainment 

and late night refreshment on Monday to Sunday between the hours of noon and 

midnight with closure of the premises at 12.30am. 
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This application is in respect of the rugby ground and spectator areas as 

identified in the submitted plan at appendix 3. 

 

At present the club hold two premises licences as follows: - 

 

Licence 1 

This relates to the clubhouse only and permits the sale of alcohol, regulated 

entertainment and late night refreshment until midnight during the week and 

1.00am on Friday and Saturday.  However regulated entertainment is currently 

restricted to 11.00pm until such time as an acoustic report is provided and any 

required works are implemented. 

 

Licence 2 

This is operative only for the annual fireworks display on the rugby ground.  

The licence permits the sale of alcohol and the provision of regulated 

entertainment between 5.00pm and 9.00pm on one day during the first week of 

November.  The applicant has indicated that if he is successful in obtaining a 

licence then he may surrender this licence. 

 

The representations from the Environmental Health Officer and residents relate 

in the main to the likely disturbance from noise at the premises.  A location plan 

of the area is provided showing the premises from where representations have 

been submitted. 

 
 

1.8 Recommendation 

 

That members determine the application after hearing all submissions 

 

List of Background Papers 

Application for a Premises Licence. 

 

Officer Contact 

J Sullivan Licensing Manager 

Tel (01639) 763056 email j.sullivan@npt.gov.uk 
 

 

Wards Affected 
Neath North 
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Appendix 3 

 

 


